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The differences of climate and other variations in
environment draw out of the individual forms differences
of response in the indwelling life, according to the part of
the country where that life is being manifested ; each
form takes back to its group-soul a particular type of
experience and tendency. As time passes and experiences
accumulate, the group-souls gradually develop well-marked
divisions and afterwards break up, each splitting into two,
like a cell separating by fission, and again subdividing and
splitting, so that higher up in the animal kingdom com-
paratively a small number of physical forms represents
one group-soul. In fact, just as genera subdivide into
species and families, so too does each graup-soul slowly
divide itself into smaller and smaller group-souls, contain-
ing more and more specialised characteristics and tenden-
cies. In this way as the experience grows ever richer,
the group-souls grow smaller but more numerous, until at
the highest point we arrive at man with his single indi-
vidual soul, which no longer returns into a group, but
remains always separate.

Q. Does the evolving life begin from the lowest mani-
festation in each kingdom and end with the highest ?

Ans. The life-force goes through a definite course of
evolution, ordinarily beginning from the lower manifesta-
tions of a kingdom and ending with the highest. In the
vegetable kingdom, for example, the life-force might com-
mence its career by occupying grasses or mosses and end it
by ensouling magnificent forest trees. In the animal it
might commence with mosquitoes or animalcula and might
end with mammalia. Still if the group-soul or the life
ensouling a group of forms or bodies has ensouled forest
trees, when it passes into the animal kingdom, it will omit
all the lower stages, not inhabiting insects or reptiles, but